
Integration of policies is an 
essential step towards sustainable 
development. This paper focuses 
on inter-linkages, crosscutting 
issues, and means of implementa-

tion. We call for implementation goals with 
timelines and targets, leading to binding 
agreements, as conclusion of the CSD policy 
year, to ensure real action.

Cross-cutting issues
Coherence in implementation
Women call for coherence in the implemen-
tation in policies and programme. Previous 
outcomes and commitments of Rio, Johan-
nesburg, the CSDs, the MDGs are not being 
implemented sufficiently, and there is not 
enough coherence in the implementation of 
the Multilateral Environmental Agreements.
The MDG Summit concluded that women 
are key to development and that MDG3, 
to Promote Gender Equality and Empower 
Women, requires special attention. Women 
are insufficiently represented and lack par-
ticipation in the decision-making and plan-
ning processes. Attention should be given 
to access for women’s access to information, 
education and training, and support for 
women’s organisations. We urge all govern-
ments to implement existing recommenda-
tions, treaties and conventions regarding 
the position of women.  
We urge the UN system and member states 
to create mechanisms to enhance coher-
ence between the CSD and the Commission 
on the Status of Women.
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Gender targets
Thirty percent of women’s participation 
in decision-making is seen as a minimum 
level to assure full participation. We call on 
governments to aim for 50 percent women’s 
participation at all levels of decision-making 
and to support this target by implementation 
measures such as gender sensitive budget-
ing, capacity building and strengthening of 
women’s leadership skills. Gender indicators 
and disaggregated data collection should be 
a part of programme monitoring and evalua-
tion (M&E) programmes, and used to improve 
policies.

Access to information and justice
The Rio Principles and the Aarhus Convention 
recognize the right to information, includ-
ing the right to accurate and transparent 
products information, enabling consumers 
to make informed decisions. Access to and 
accurate and timely information is essential 
for effective participation in sustainable de-
velopment. Internationally recognised agree-
ments, like the Aarhus Convention, should be 
adopted as globally binding guidelines.

Access to funding mechanisms
Sustainable development needs all actors to 
be fully engaged, including women. How-
ever, existing funding mechanisms such as 
the Clean Development Mechanism and GEF 
have often focussed on inefficient large-scale 
projects and are not easily accessible for 
women and community- run projects, due 
to the bureaucracy and high upfront invest-
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ments. We urge governments and financial 
institutions to engage with women’s organi-
sations to design financial mechanisms that 
are directly accessible for by communities and 
households.
 
Mining
Many mining activities destroy livelihoods 
and the environment. In particular uranium 
mining has brought great injustice to the 
indigenous peoples on whose territories 
the uranium is mostly mined, and whose 
lands have become uninhabitable. We call 
on governments to develop a UN framework 
for sustainable mining which includes an 
international compliance tribunal/mechanism 
and require mining companies to take full 
responsibility for environmental liabilities and 
health of the workers and the neighbouring 
communities both during and after mining 
activities. Legacy costs should not be left to 
the host governments.
As long as the repair of damage and clean-up 
of mining waste, in particular of uranium min-
ing, is not guaranteed, governments should 
impose a moratorium on the opening of new 
mining sites. 
For unsustainable mining activities which 
need to be closed (e.g. asbestos and coal), 
creation of sustainable jobs and a fair job 
transition for local people after the closure of 
a mine should be ensured. 
We call on governments to create a global 
plan and fund for clean-up of radioactive 
uranium mining tailings, including from 
industry contributions. 
We call on governments to create an inde-
pendent control organisation to monitor all 
uranium mining and waste operations.
 
Waste
 We call on governments to enforce the  
“polluter pays” principle at all levels. Financial 
mechanisms are required to clean up waste 
and repair damage, for example, through 
charges and fees for return-and-recycle pro-
grammes. Waste policies should be based on 
the “waste hierarchy” with priority given in the 
following order 1) avoid, 2) reduce, 3) reuse,  
4) recycle, and where landfills are phased-out 
entirely, while assuring mandatory substitu-
tion of substances which are hazardous and 
can not be reused.

10-Year Framework  
of Programmes on SCP
The 10YFP to support initiatives on SCP 
should include measures to achieve “zero-
waste”, energy efficient, low-carbon econo-
mies, based on the life cycle approach.

We offer the following guidance in develop-
ing the 10YFP:
•	 			incorporate	a	gender	perspective	in	SCP	

projects and policies; 
•	 	address	differing	women’s	SCP	needs	and	

priorities in the North and South; 
•	 	analyse	obstacles	to,	and	opportunities	for,	

scaling up SCP initiatives to benefit women; 
•	 	provide	education	for	girls,	vocational	and	

technological training for women, and 
adult literacy programmes, as part of every 
intervention; 

•	 	acknowledge	and	incorporate	women’s	
traditional knowledge and their contribu-
tions to green economies.

Chemicals
Women’s health is differently affected by 
harmful chemicals. Women are also the “first 
environment” for the child, transferring harm-
ful chemicals to the developing child. We call 
on governments to apply the precautionary 
principle in chemical policies, when there is 
uncertainty about possible harm, ensuring 
that women and children are protected, by 
reversing the burden of proof and applying 
the “no data, no market” principle. In particular 
substances of concern should not be allowed 
for widespread use in consumer products until 
their safety has been proven and global guide-
lines and regulations established. This applies 
particularly to substances suspected to be:
•	 hormone	disrupting	(such	as	bisphenol-A		
 and many pthtalates – plastic softeners)  
•	 reprotoxic,	mutagenic,	carcinogenic,	
•	 bio-accumulative	and	persistent;	
•	 able	to	cross	the	brain	and	the	placenta		
 barriers (such as nanomaterials)
The Women’s Major Group furthermore sup-
ports: 
•	 	a	progressive	ban	on	production	and	use	

of highly hazardous pesticides; 
•	 	financing	for	comprehensive	clean-up	of	 

obsolete chemicals/pesticides stockpiles; 
•	 a	global	ban	on	lead	in	paints;	
and a global mercury treaty by 2013 that  
effectively addresses all sources of mercury 
from human activities.

Transport
Investment in the transport sector often 
neglects the needs of women and the non- 
motorized poor. Women need to be involved 
in transport planning at all levels. We call 
on governments to develop low-carbon 
integrated transport plans, which optimize 
complex transport modalities (walking, biking, 
public and private transport) and urban-rural 
linkages. During CSD-14 and 15, many coun-
tries called for measures to combat pollu-

tion in the form of “fine particle dust” from 
transport emissions; these measures should 
be incorporated into the recommendations 
of CSD-19.

The Women Major Group activities are 
steered by the Women’s Steering Commit-
tee and coordinated by the 2 organising 
partners: 
VAM-Voices of African Mothers 
nana@vamothers.org
WECF-
Women in Europe for a Common Future 
secretariat@wecf.eu

The Steering Committee consists of interna-
tional, regional and national organisations 
which promote women’s and gender issues 
in Sustainable Development, including a.o.: 
ENERGIA-International Network on Gender 
and Sustainable Energy, IUCN Gender Team, 
GFC-Global Forest Coalition, VAM, WEDO-
Women Environment Development Organi-
sation, WECF, WOCAN-Women Organizing for 
Change in Agriculture and NRM, Earth Day 
Network, Earth Care Africa, Commonweal, 
Eco-Forum Kazakhstan, Black Sea Women’s 
Club and others.   

Contact: to contact the Women 
Steering Committee write to: 
rio20steeringcommittee@googlegroups.com

The women major group position paper 
is published by UN DESA at: http:// 
www.un.org/esa/dsd/csd/csd_pdfs/csd-19/
sg-reports/CSD-19-MG-report-Priority4Ac-
tionClean-Final-single-spaced.pdf


