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Introduction
The 7th Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” took place in Astana, Kazakhstan from 21-23
September 2011. The ministerial conference brought together the ministers of environment and their
representatives of the 56 countries of the UNECE region. The ministerial conference focussed on a policy
outcome document from the ministers, and two policy areas water and the green economy.
Furthermore, the conference linked to the 2012 United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development, also referred to as “Rio+20”, where governments from around the world are planning to
commit to roadmap(s) for the “Green Economy”.



Protecting our water resources, and moving towards a green economy, need the involvement of all
sectors, all stakeholders, the same is true for implementing the previous agreements of the Environment
for Europe process.

For many years public participation in environment and sustainable development has been regarded as a
valuable part of Environment for Europe process. Civil society organization have always been actively
engaged in policy development at the international, national and local levels, in building cooperation and
partnership with different stakeholders, in raising awareness on environment and sustainable
development among public organizations.

The European-Eco Forum obtained financial support from UNECE and from the Government of
Kazakhstan for active public participation in the Astana EfE conference. The governments of Sweden and
of Poland contributed by covering the travel costs for NGO delegates on their delegations (Sweden 1,
Poland 2).

The objective of the project funded by UNECE was to “assure effective NGO and civil society participation
in the preparation process and  directly in the 7th Environment for Europe conference in Astana, as well
as broad information dissemination to the general public on the key items of the conference”.

The Project focused on the following key activities:
1. NGO / Civil Society Participation
 Nominations and selection and organisation
 Preparatory NGO / Civil Society Forum including a policy part and an awareness raising part.
2. Public Participation in the 7th Ministerial EfE conference
 Organise daily NGO / Civil Society caucus meetings
 Manage the entry badges for the NGO / civil society organisations
 Publish information publication with key events
 Give interventions in the ministerial conference

Coordination
The project was implemented by the co-chairing organisations, Eco-Accord Russia and WECF
Netherlands, for the European Eco-Forum, in consultation with the coordination board and in close
cooperation with the UNECE and the responsible ministries in Kazakhstan.

1.1. Nomintations, selection and organisation

The following activities took place
 Dissemination of information
 Coordination of NGOs discussions towards Astana
 NGO Registration
 Arranging support for travel and accommodation
 Per diem payments and reimbursements

1.1.1.Information dissemination.

 The Coordinating Council of the European ECO-Forum widely disseminated information on the
preparations for the Ministerial Conference, the main topics on the agenda, participation
opportunities. Information was disseminated via:
* the European Eco-Forum network;



* WECF Network
* Eco-Accord network (in Russian).

Totally about 3,000 addresses in the UNECE region were reached.

1.1.2. Coordination of NGOs discussions towards Astana.:

Coordination Board of the European Eco-Forum, consisting of representatives of different civil society
groups from the UN ECE region, coordinated via email listservies the discussions on the forthcoming EfE
to develop a position of non-governmental organizations for the Ministerial Conference in Astana.
The debate was conducted in the following areas:
* Green economy
* Water and water related eco-systysms;
* EfE effectiveness and future;
* NGOs’ role in EfE.

1.1.3. Registration

European Eco-Forum has carried out the registration of NGOs for Astana Ministerial Conference.
To organize this European Eco-Forum announced call for the nomination, which was widely
disseminated. Nominees required providing information and evidence on experience on the main policy
areas of the conference.
The Eco-Forum Secretariat has developed Internet registration system. The Eco-Forum coordinators
handled all the forms received (184) and submitted it to the UN ECE Secretariat in the required format
(the list in Exel file and all the applications with photo in word file).

1.1.4. Arranging support for travel
As the majority of NGOs did not have their own funds to travel to Astana, European Eco-Forum
Secretariat arranged the travel of the most active NGO representatives.
1) a series of negotiation with government of Kazakhstan was organized and finally Kazakhstan
generously agreed to support participation of 20 NGOs representatives in the UN ECE (see Attachment 1)

2) the funding from UNECE was used to pay for travel of another 29 NGO representatives (see
attachment 2)

In total 49 NGO could attend the EfE in Astana thanks to the European Eco Forum (see Attachment 2).
European Eco-Forum also organised a hotel for the NGO representatives and negotiated with the Kazahk
government a free bus-shuttle to the conference location.

The coordination board of the European Eco Forum indentified representatives of active NGOs to be
supported based on their experience in Environment for Europe process and  in thematic areas, as well
as necessity to meet geographical, regional and gender balance. The priority funding were provided to
those from the Central Asia thus allowing a greater number of Central Asian civil society participants to
attend.

1.1.5. Per diem payment and travel reimbursements
European Eco-forum organised the per diem payments for the NGO covered by the UNECE funding, and
reimbursed their travel costs.



1.2. Report on the NGO Preparatory Conference 21 September 2011

Over 60 environmental NGO representatives and other civil society organisations took part in the NGO
preparatory conference on 21st of September 2011. The NGO conference took place in the official
conference building in Astana, Kazakhstan. Simultaneous translation was provided by European Eco-
Forum for Russian and English.

Olga Ponizova of Eco-Accord Russia and Sascha Gabizon of WECF , co-chairs of the European Eco-Forum,
opened the NGO preparatory conference. The co-chairs then welcomed Mr Alexander Bragin, of the
Kazakh Government, Ministry of Environment.

Mr. Bragin welcomed the civil society representatives to Kazakhstan in the name of his government, and
highlighted the importance of their participation in the Environment for Europe policy process, and in
the 7th ministerial conference in Astana. He explained in greater detail the Green Bridge initiative of the
Kazakh Government, which was launched the previous year at the ESCAP ministerial conference. He
called on civil society to support recommendations that Green Bridge becomes an outcome document of
the Astana 7th EFE ministerial conference.

In the following discussion based on the presentation by Mr Bragin, comments were made on the role of
technology transfer and trade agreements under WTO.

Following Mr Bragin’s presentation and the discussion, Olga Ponizova gave a overview of the EfE process
and the NGO involvement, as an introduction.

The following programme (see attachments) was followed
1. EFE: CURRENT STATE AND NGOS INVOLVEMENT
Short introduction to EfE and European Eco-Forum for new NGOs;
• Current situation and perspectives of the process;
• Astana Conference official programme
 possibilities of NGOs involvement
2. DRAFTING NGO DECLARATION:
• current state, discussion issues:
3. EUROPEAN ECO-FORUM ACTIVITY BEYOND ASTANA:
• Future activity on EFE and other related process, e.g. Rio +20;
• new structure / working groups;
• CB composition.

The NGOs then split up into different thematic groups to prepare the NGO statement for the Astana
Conference. The “Astana Declaration” includes the following key chapters:

I. Green Economy – not just a technological fix

 carrying capacity of the earth
 regulatory frameworks for corporate accountability
 resource efficiency
 independent technology assessment
 shift in current research funding (e.g. away from nuclear)
 increase social equity and gender equality
 ‘sufficiency’ concept



 Development of human capital
 resource capping - baselines for resource use – thresholds

Recommendations on Green Economy included:

 Mandate the UNECE and other UN partner organisation to create a “SCP and Green Economy” task
force

 indicators going beyond an environmentally adjusted GDP
 Water and Water-related Eco-System
 Education for Sustainable Development” strategy incorporating the green economy concept
 Phasing-out harmful subsidies
 Ecosystem services and environmental limits - absolute resource capping
 Millennium Consumption Goals and 10 year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption

and production
 Financial mechanism for decommissioning of closed nuclear power-plants or containment and clean-

up of uranium mining tailings

II. Water and Water-related Eco-Systems

1. Proper management of water resources in the transboundary context
2. Industrial, mining and agricultural based pollution of waters
3. Rural water supply and sanitation
 Further challenges Invasive species in aquatic eco-systems

NGOs called for legally binding actions by government in following areas:
1. Water management
2. Halting and significantly curbing industrial, agricultural, mining and waste based pollution of waters by
2015

2.1. Uranium mining tailings
2.2.  Shale – Gas, Heavy metals, Chemicals
2.3. Waste

Solid Waste
Obsolete pesticides

3. Assuring rural water supply and sanitation

III. Water and Green economy
 Targets for water resources use reduction should be adopted for all river basins
 The management of, and investment in, ecosystems
 Renovating water supply and sewage utilities in the EECCA countries
 Reflecting the full costs of water use in ways that do not compromise the needs of disadvantaged

peoples in a community
 Water accounting should become a core part in any policy planning

IV. Environment in Europe process should continue and strengthened

1. Value of the Environment for Europe Process
2. Assessments of Assessments
3. new RECs
4. Dynamisms of European Eco-Forum process



5. More attention for Biodiversity
6. Public Participation in EfE
7. Need for concrete, quantifiable and time-bound commitments

The full “Astana Declaration” is enclosed as an annex to this report (attachment 4)

2. 1. Plenary session interventions

European Eco-Forum was given the possibility 4 plenary session interventions. Several weeks in advance
of the meeting, members of the European Eco-Forum divided the roles and prepared the interventions
via email and in conference calls. The interventions are available on the UNECE website under:
http://www.unece.org/env/efe/Astana

Eco-Forum selected four people for key-note speeches at the Astana conference to express main
messages, elaborated by NGOs:
*Olga Ponizova Eco-Accord, Russia-on Environment for Europe Process (attachement 6)
*Janis Brizga, Green Liberty, Latvia - on green economy (attachement 7)
*Sascha Gabizon, WECF, Germany - on water and water-related eco-systems (attachement 8)
*Anna Golubovska-Onissimova, Ukraine - on water and greening the economy (attachement 9).

Olga Ponizova highlighted the importance of public participation in the process, recalling key outcomes
and events, including the roundtable sessions between ministers and environmental NGOs. She also
highlighted the problems encountered by NGOs in working with the Regional RECs. She called on a
strong support from governments for a continuation of the Environment for Europe process. She
mentioned that NGOs welcome the Green Bridge initiative concept, and look forward to receiving more
information on concrete actions and criteria.

Anna Golubovska of National NGO MAMA-86 Ukraine  gave a plenary intervention water and the green
economy, and on the need to start implementing specific tools such as water accounting and water
footprint calculations for products. She also highlighted the need for social justice when aiming at full
cost recovery, and that cross-subsidising is a necessity.

Sascha Gabizon, of Women in Europe for a Common Future WECF, gave a plenary intervention on water
management.  In her introduction she thanked the Kazakh government for hosting this important
conference in Astana, and remarked in the side-lines that it was regrettable that the country continues
to widely use chrysotile asbestos as a building material. She then addressed three key water
management issues,
1. Bad management of water resources in the transboundary context. She mentioned good examples
such as the Chiu-Talas and Dniester basins, and highlighted the worst example, of the Aral Sea. She called
on governments who had not don so, to ratify the Water Convention, and she called on target to reduce
irrigation in the Aral Sea basin.
2. Deterioration of rural water supply and sanitation. She deplored the lack of access to safe water
supply and sanitation in the EECCA region, and gave the example of under-five-year-old morbidity in
Central Asia, commenting that these diseases are entirely avoidable, the suffering entirely
unnecessary. She called on governments who had not yet done so to ratify the Protocol on Water &
Health, to develop policy guidelines on small scale water supply and sanitation, and for the EBRD water
fund to invest in rural water supply and sanitation.
3. Mining pollution of our waters. She highlighted the risk of irreversible pollution of groundwater
aquifiers in all of the EECCA region from mining waste, an in particular water pollution with radionuclides

http://www.unece.org/env/efe/Astana


from old uranium mines in Central Asia. She called for urgent measures and financing to clean up
uranium mines in Central Asia, highlighting the best practice example of the Wismut mine in Germany.
She called on Bulgaria (Krumovgrad) and Armenia (Lake Sevan) to not give permits to gold mining
companies in areas where water pollution was a risk.

Janiz Brizga, of Green Liberty, Latvia, gave a plenary intervention on the topic of the Green Economy. He
confirmed that Environmental NGOs support the development towards greener economies, and
highlighted important tools such as resource efficiency and life cycle approach, environmentally sound
technologies, education and training. He noted that these measures need to be accompanied by
measures to assure a fair distribution of resources and measures to change public values, norms and
behaviour patterns. He called on governments to mandate the UNECE to set up a group to work on a
regional framework and roadmap on sustainable production, consumption and the green economy.

2.2. Roundtables with Ministers

An important element of the Astana Conference were the high level ministerial roundtable discussion,
where ministers and delegates held focussed debates on the key themes of the ministerial conference.
European Eco-Forum was allotted 4 seats per roundtable. Many weeks in advance of the Astana
conference members of the European Eco-Forum had allocated NGO representatives to the different
roundtables, based on a number of criteria, including expertise on the topic and regional and gender
balance. In total 36 representatives of civil society took part in the Round Table discussions. The list of
participants is enclosed in Annex 2.

Input by civil society highlighted regional priorities, the need for resource capping as a tool, the need for
safe management of waste to prevent irreversible (ground) water pollution – including asbestos and
chemicals waste – and the need for instruments to insure equity, e.g. social payments and cross-
subsidies to allow the poor access to water and sanitation. The input from civil society has been reflected
in the reports from the roundtable chairs.

2.3. Meeting with EU presidency

The Polish presidency organised a meeting with NGO representatives and members of European Union
member states during lunch on Friday 23 of September.

The session was chaired by Sascha Gabizon and Olga Ponizova, co-chairs of European Eco-Forum. They
welcomed the participants and noted that NGOs were very grateful for this opportunity for NGOs to
meet with the Polish EU presidency and other representatives of the European Union and
representatives of the European Commission.

The first NGO representatives presented key recommendations of the NGOs.

Olga Ponizova as first speaker, highlighted the value of the EfE process for the UNECE region and the
need to strengthen future development of the process.

Sascha Gabizon highlighted examples of technologies which seemed beneficial at first, but then turned
out to lead to unacceptable damage and risks to health and the environment, and called for an
independent technology assessment and monitoring body.



Janiz Brizga highlighted that Green Economy Roadmaps should not only focus on ‘resource efficiency’
but also on ‘sufficiency’.

Kaisha Atakhanova of Social Eco Fund Kazakhstan called on governments to assure that – after the
lessons learned from Fukushima – the full cost of the nuclear fuel cycle is paid for by the industry and
consumers of nuclear energy, unlike currently is the case, where accident insurance is limited to a
unrealistic low amount. The price for nuclear energy should also include the complete clean up of
uranium mines and decommissioning of nuclear reactors after closure.

Svetlana Slesarenok, of Black Sea Women’s Club, highlighted that rural communities are already strongly
effected by extreme events like floods and draughts. She called on EU support for development of
capacity building for Climate Change adaptation strategies for local and regional use. “It is not smart, if
we have wait until we agree on national level strategies, we urgently need to start with local strategies”.

Mr. Andrzej Kraszewski, Minister of Environment of Poland, commented on the recommendations. He
agreed that the Environment for Europe process had been very important for all the region, also for his
country. He agreed with the need to look at sufficiency, and capping of recourse use, as growth in a
limited physical environment is not endlessly possible. He gave a very educational example of bacteria in
a laboratory test. He explained why his countries – which wants to be independent in energy security –
thinks it cannot achieve this without nuclear, or even shale gas.

Ina Coseru, of National Environment Center, Moldova, informed that the EU Eastern Partnership does
not achieve to involve the relevant civil society organisations, that this is a pity, as the EU normally
stands for transparency.

Eva Ederström of the National Swedish Environment Federation, called for full content declaration –
including of hazardous chemical substances – of all products, to be added during the revision of the
General Product Safety Directive.

Karine Danielyan of Aarhus Centers Armenia asked, with reference to the preparations of Rio+20, if
there are any concrete negotiations happening to add Sustainable Development to the mandate of
International Finance Institutions.

As the minister had to leave for another meeting the participants continued to discuss with the
representative of the European Commission.

Side Events

Two side-events were organized by the European Eco-Forum.

1) Trade and Greening the Economy
The side-event aimed to discuss the role of trade in the transition to a "green economy” and to identify
steps to be taken at international and national level to ensure that trade becomes an enabeling factor
and not an obstacle to "greening" the economy.

Key speakers for the event were:
• Olga Ponizova, Eco-Accord, Russia - interrelations between trade and sustainable development;
• Eva Eiderstroem, the Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, Sweden - experience of different
countries in eco-labelling;
• Olga Speranskaya, Eco-Accord/IPEN - how trade and help to address climate change problems;



• Olga Kazantseva - EECCA Network on Trade and Sustainable Development - Moldovan experience on
trade and environment;
• Oleg Pechenyuk, Independent Ecological Expertise, Kyrgyzstan - international trade rules and
multilateral trade agreements.

2) “One sector's Waste, other sector's Resource” - Resource Efficiency in the Water and Energy Sectors

The purpose of this side-event was sharing up-scalable best practices of resource efficiency which create
employment whilst improving quality and output in the water, building, agricultural and energy sectors.

Key speakers for the event were:

 Kaisa Atakhanova, Social Eco-Fund, Kazakhstan and Sascha Gabizon, WECF, Germany - introduction
to the issue

 Anna Samwel – WECF - Best practices from Bulgaria and other UNECE countries on resource
efficiency and business models for rural water and energy solutions;

 Svetlana Slesarenok, BSWC, Ukraine - Water Safety Plans, Sustainable School sanitation and urine re-
use in Ukraine;

 Rusudan Simonidze, Greens Movement, Georgia - Experience from Georgia with resource efficiency
in the energy, agriculture and building sector;

 Rauf Sabitov, MCJM - Sustainable Sanitation and Eco-Tourism in Kazakhstan;
 Vladimir Korotenko, BIOM - Recommendations for policies to increase resource efficiency and rural

economic development in Kyrgyzstan.
 Elmira Joldosheva, Central Asian Alliance for Water, examples from Kyrgyzstan

(For more information attachment 10)

European Eco-Forum activities

Daily caucus meetings took place for all European Eco-Forum and other civil society organisations. On
Thursday evening, 22 of September, the European Eco-Forum member organisations met and nominated
the chairs and co-chairs of the different working groups. On Friday evening a social event was organised
where European Eco-Forum members met to informally discuss the results of the Astana meeting and
the plans for follow-up of the process.

We express our gratitude to Government of Sweden and Poland, the Government of Kazakhstan and the
UNECE for support of the European Eco-Forum activities at the EfE in Astana.



This report was prepared for UNECE by Olga Ponizova Eco-Accord and Sascha Gabizon, WECF
December 2011





Annex:

LIST OF NGOs FOR PARTICIPATION IN ROUNDTABLES AT ASTANA MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE
Greening the economy:
mainstreaming the
environment into economic
development

Sustainable management
of water and water-related
ecosystems

Sustainable management
of water and greening the
economy

Eva Eiderstroem, the
Swedish Society for Natur
Conservation, Sweden

João Branco,
Quercus – National
Association for Nature
Conservation , Portugal

Elena Vassilieva, Vogograd-
Ecopress, Russia

Andrei Laletin, Friends of
the Siberian Forests, Russia

Oleg Rubel,  Black Sea
Branch of Ukrainian
Environmental Academy of
Science, Ukraine

Oleg Tsaruk, YENKontakt,
Uzbekistan

Mikulas Huba, Society for
Sustainable Living, Slovak
Republic

Rafig Verdiev,
NGO HPA,
Azerbaijan

Ilia Domashov, BIOM,
Kyrgyzstan

Alexei Andreev, Biotica,
Moldova

Yusup Kamalov,  the Union
for Defence of the Aral Sea
and Amudarya, Uzbekistan

Rustem Takhirov,
Youth of New Century,
Tajikistan

Olga Kazantseva,EECCA
Trade and Sustainable
Development Network,
Moldova

Kaisha Atakhanova, Social
Eco-Fund, Kazakhstan

Vladimir Garaba, Chisinau
Branch of the
Environmental Movement,
Moldova

Olga Speranskaya, Eco-
Accord, Russia

Svetlana Slesarenok, Black
Sea Woman’s Club, Ukraine

Vladimir Korotenko, BIOM,
Kyrgyzstan

Jiri Dlouhy, Society for
Sustainable Living, Czech
Republic

Tatiana Sinaeva, Eco-TIRAS,
Moldova

Muazama Burkhanova,
Foundation to Support Civil
Initiatives, Tajikistan

Andras Krolopp, CEEweb for
Biodiversity, Hungary

Manana Devidze,
Foundation Cacasus
Environment, Georgia

Svetlana Mogilyuk,
Ecoforum, Kazakhstan

Alexei Zimenko, Biodiversity
Conservation Center, Russia

Ina Coseru, National
Environmental Center,
Moldova

Guzel Atamyradova, Central
Asia Youth Ecological
Network, Turkmenisan

Oleg Pecheniuk,
Independent Ecological
Expertise, Kyrgyzstan

Sabitov Rauf, Mountain club
“Jabagly-Manas, Kazakhstan

Svetlana Unru,
SPARE/TAYEN, Tajikistan

Fikrad Jafarov, “Sustainable
Development”, Azerbaijan

Karine Danielyan,
Association “For Sustainable
Human Development ,
Armenia

Gia Sopadze, Union of
Sustainable Development,
Georgia

Peter Lengyel, Pro Natura,
Romania

Jean-François
Donzier,International
Network of Basin
Organizations, France

Dmitry Tereshkevich,
Human Health Institute,
Kazakhstan






