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WECF 

• WECF – Women in Europe for a Common 

Future, international network of over 100 

women, environment and health 

organizations  in over 40 countries 

• Focus: sustainable development, a healthy 

environment for all  

• Core competence: Linking local knowledge to 

political decision makers  

• Management offices in Germany, 

Netherlands and France 

• Member internationally 





 



Renewable Energy in Germany – Why? 

• Increased energy demand worldwide 

• Fossil fuels: High prices, high dependency on imports, 

limited resources, most important reason for a needed 

switch: causing climate change 

• Climate change: Renewable Energy does not produce 

external costs, protects the climate and has therefore to 

be promoted 

• March 2011: Fukushima - There is no alternative to RE  

• June 2011: German government decides the Nuclear 

Phaseout 

• Renewable Energy industry generates economic 

growth 

 

 



RE in Germany - Development 



RE in Germany – Energy Mix 



Political Instruments in Germany to 

increase RE market share 

Renewable 

Energy 

Law: „EEG“ 

(pre-ference 

In the grid and 

Buyback price) 

Law for 

thermal 

energy: 

Legal 

determined 

quotes for 

new buildings 

Tax relief 

Quotes for 

biomass fuel 

Market 

support 

program: 

low interest 

loans 



0

50

100

150

200

250

300

Bestand

W
SVO 84

W
SVO 95

EnEV 02

3l-H
aus

Passivhaus

Nullh
eizenergie-H

aus

Energieautarkes H
aus

En
d-

En
er

gi
eb

ed
ar

f k
W

h/
(m

²a
) HH-Strom

Lüfterstrom

Warmwasser

Heizwärme



Main issues of German EEG: 

• Guarantee for grid connection and feeding in 

of the produced energy 

• Guarantee for feed-in tariff 

• Security of investment, because of 

guaranteed tariff for 20 years 

• Targeted technical promotion für the 

industries 

• Cost-cutting by the degression of the 

guaranteed prices 

• A targeted promotion creates secure and 

good conditions for new business branches 
 

 



„EEG“ promotes RE-develoment  





Renewable Energy as Job 

Motor 

 

Renewable Energy as Job Motor 



 

Export of German EEGRE Law: 

 
• 19 EU countries use feed-in tariffs 

aiming to promote RE 

• The German EEG is a model for 

various other countries 

• Worldwide: 44 countries apply feed-

in tariffs in increase the RE-share 

• Great Britain promotes small RE 

plants with feed-in prices 





Energy turnaround today 
• 20% of energy production is renewable 

• 8 of 17 nuclear power plants are switched off 

• EEG is an important success factor for increase of 

RE 

• Network/grid expansion and energy storage are 

important topics  

 

Public participation is a very important element of the 

turnaround 

Interaction of participation and legal frame is THE 

success factor 

 

 



• Citizens are important promotors for energy turnaround 

• Public participation combines responsibility of the citizens and 

entrepreneurship 

• Build acceptance of citizen through participation and responsibility  

• Changes the proportion of power: From central energy supply to 

decentralisation => “Energy in citizen’s hands” 

• Local engagement as opposite pole to globalisation 

• Allows a broad citizenship a financial participation 

• Generates local added value 

 Energy cooperatives are widespread and successful corporate 

forms for public participation 

 

 

Public Participation 



Conclusion: 

RE is crucial for our future energy 

supply 

• Climate protection 

• Reliable energy supply 

• Moderate energy prices 

• Decentralized system: Very high civil 

participation 

• Economic growth: 

• Investments 

• Jobs 

• Successful export quotes 
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