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WECF — Women in Europe for a Common
Future

 International network with 150 member organisations
In 50 countries

 Officesin D, NL, FR, CH
 UNEP partner, ECOSOC status
 Co-Lead: Women Major Group UN SDGs
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WECF - Working for a healthy environment
in 4 areas

Raise the voice of Agriculture

&
Biodiversity

Water & women for

Sanitation sustainable
development

Chemicals &
Health



Chemicals &
Health

...Protect human health and environment
from harmful exposure to chemical
contaminants including Endocrine
Disrupting Chemicals

(advocacy work, awareness raising, project
implementation)



Advocay Work: Opportunities to
make a difference

« SAICM

* Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention
« Water Saftey Plan

« UN SDGs

« Aarhus Convention

- REACH
* Plant Protection Products Regulation
» Biocidal Products Regulation

* EU regulations on CiP, Toys, Cosmetics, Food
contact material



Scope of the problem...

v 'widespread exposure of populations to
endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs),
In every day products and our
environment...



Sources
* |ndoor-air
* Food

« Packaging material, textiles, toys,
cosmetics, furniture, detergents, etc.

* Biocides, Pesticides




Chemicals of concern in products

Bisphenol A: lining of tin cans,

cash receipts, food contact materials, toys, etc.
Other bisphenols’ (BPS, etc.) use as alternatives
Parabens: cosmetics, food, etc.

Methylhexyl ethoxycinamate (EDC): cosmetics

Nonylphenol ethoxylates: children’s wear, textiles, mattresses,
household paints, etc.

Flame retardants (TBBPA, etc.): furniture, electronics, etc.

Phthalates: DINP, DIDP, DiOP, DEHP etc. in food, consumer
products, fancy dresses, school supplies, toys, etc.

Metals : Lead, mercury, nickel, cadmium, aluminium: food
contamination, toys, and consumer products

US survey (2013) :

phthalates in more than 770 children’s products (baby car
seats, changing mats, bedding, clothes, Halloween masks, etc.)



Source: HEAL




Scope of the problem...

v Body burden

v Over 1,300 scientific studies link exposure to EDCs
to spiraling rates of hormone-related cancers,
diabetes, obesity and behavioral problems in children

v Most vulnerable groups: pregnant women and
children



v" Body Burden

Up to 300 substances foreign to the body can be found in our
bodies

Trends in Chemicals in Breast Milk, Sweden
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Already in 2012 an international team of
experts outlined that evidence linking
hormone-mimicking chemicals to human health
problems has grown stronger over the past

decade, becoming a "global threat" that should

be addressed.
WHO /UNEP, State of the Science of Endocrine Disrupting Chemicals 2012
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v' Diseases on the rise
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v' Diseases on the rise

Hypospadias
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...there Is evidence that

« EDCs effects especially children, as the endocrine
system regulates their physical and cognitive
development

* The most sensitive window of exposure to EDCs is
during critical periods like fetal development or during
puberty

« EDCs can be more harmful in small
amounts during sensitive time frames
than in higher concentrations Earliest Exposures
in other stages (Low-Dose-Effect)
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Scope of the problem...

v health costs of diseases associated with exposure to
these chemicals are estimated at 158 billion EUR per

year.
(Source HEAL)



EU Policy: Health benefits of removing EDCs .

31 bn'
HEAL Report e £l health savings up to 31 billion per year possible
N from reducing EDC exposures :

Nordic Report € Up to 1.2 billion / year

for MALE REPRODUCTIVE health

JCEM Papers € € % E@ %

@ 157 billion / year: 120 from pesticides



Scope of the problem...

“Scientific basis for a better regulation of

endocrine disruptors exists...
Only politics failed!

Kortenkamp, WECF EDCs dialogue, Berlin January 2016

Example: European Commission and EDC
criteria



The EU Commission
on EDCs: Delay is

by WECF
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How NGOs try to fill the gap of legislation

v Prevention through informing and awareness
raising
v Prevention through advocating on national,

European and international level and policy
processes

v Building coalitions and bridging between
political decision makers, science, physicians,
NGOs, media and public

v’ Translating scientific research for media,
policy makers and media




WECF Project Nesting: Guideswebsite, App,
information film for pregnant women

Pregnant:

How to protect my
child from endocrine
disrupting chemicals
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Building coalitions for avocating:
science, policy, NGOs

Des enfants qui naissent « pré-pollués »

LE MONDE | 01.10.2015 a 10h04 » Mis a jour le 01.10.2015 a
10h41 | Par Stéphane Foucart = Pascale Santi

Halte

a la contamination chimique
des femmes enceintes
et des bébés !

Les substances chimiques auxquelles les populations sont
quotidiennement exposées ont des effets sur la santé de plus en plus
manifestes. C’est le sens de I'alerte publiée jeudi 1er octobre dans
I'International Journal of Gynecology and Obstetrics par la Fédération
internationale de gynécologie et d’obstétrique (FIGO).

Pour aller plus loin :
L’association WECF diffuse des recommandatlons et
listes de produits toxiques, concernant : Ay
*les cosmeétiques pour bébés ;

*les vétements pour enfants ;

*les jouets ;

*les cosmetiques pour les femmes ;
*les produits ménagers




Spanish local authorities: Guidebook

Mantenimiento de jardines
¥y zonas verdes

Regions of Navarra and
Girona implementing

INFO:
https://libresdecontaminanteshormonales
.wordpress.com/2016/05/23/bajate-la-
nueva-guia-eliminacion-de-
contaminantes-hormonales-para-
administraciones-locales/

9 ® Eliminaciéon
o de contaminantes
hormonales

Guia para
administraciones
locales

ecologistas
en accién

01/01/2014 HEAL Power Point T|

Obras publicas
¥ equipamientos
de edificios publicos
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National: Belgium

Focus on teenagers besides pregnant
women and babies, particularly
cosmetics

Girls use more make-up compared to
adult women and they start earlier now

EU Cosmetics revision
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Promating environmental policy
that contributes to good haalth
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Building coalitions for advocating:

www.edc-free-europe.org/
\

66 organisations — 17 languages
22 countries + 9 pan-European and international organisations
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Awareness raising and advocating
In 7 languages

;QUE SON LOS CONTAMINANTES
7
#EDCFree 'lNlE. “
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June 2017 - EU Commission provides draft on how to
identify criteria for EDCs (BPR and PPPR)

Juni 2017
17 Hhhnﬂnn
EU COM Mitgliedstaaten 2 :
Erﬁsentierr stimmen Uber wgﬁémﬁ o n:ses?e
riterienvorschlag Kriterien ab i vialo'
Der Vorsch :Eiﬂ?;r = o
langer als es
uedﬂmkat?gﬂ; deutschen dufhEﬁEH
viele EDCs als Regierung - zum urspronglich
solche klassifiziert Schutz von vorsieht, EDCs
werden Umwelt und herstellen,
Gesundheit verkaufen und
benutzen

dirfen.



Evaluation of the draft: inadmissible!

The Commission’s proposal fails to protect the health of
humans, wildlife and the environment.

< The definition of EDCs is so strict, that it would be
Impossible to identify substances as EDCs

< risk based approach

< EC goes beyond her mandate and changes the
PPPR

< Ignores 1,300 studies, ignores the voice of public
consultation

- Convince Member States to say NO to this draft



What we need regarding EDCs?

Adequate criteria to identify EDCs!

< Precautionary principle

< Hazardous approach, no risk approach
< Protection of the most vulnerable groups

< Shall cover known, persumed and suspected
substances and mixtures

< Shall reflect a Systematic review of Science
approach

More: WECF Position paper
www.wecf.eu/download/2016/July/WECFPositionEDCscriteria2016.pdf



Your support is needed!!!

Experts, scientists, health professionals
* have high credibility

 have influence on research and scientific
debate

« are recognized by media and politicians

 bring latest scientific results in the policy
process

Please communicate your excellent knowledge
to the public and decision makers!!!



Political Statements of Scientists

Mission Collegium Ramazzini — Mission

Faroer Statement 2007 on childrens exposure to
chemicals

San Antonio Statement 2010 on brominated flame
retardants

Berlaymont Declaration 2013 on EDCs

INCHES Jerusalem Statement 2013

Commitment to Protect Children's Health from
Environmental Hazards

FIGO Statement 2015 on EDCs

Second Statement of the Endocrine Society 2015 on
EDCs



Collegium Ramazzini — Mission

,...10 be a bridge between the world of scientific
discovery and the social and political centers which

must act on the discoveries of science to protect public
health.”

“It transmits its views on these hazards and their
prevention to policy-making bodies, authorities,
agencies and the public. (...) seeks to translate to
legislators, regulators and other decision makers the
policy implications of scientific findings.”



FIGO Statement 2015

0Ob-gyns from 125 countries say...

micals is damaging your health.”

“Special Communication:
Reproductive Health Impacts of
Exposure to Toxic Environmental
Chemicals”,

International Federation of Gynecology
and Obstetrics (FIGO)
(http://www.ijgo.org/article/S0020-
7292%2815%2900590-1/fulltext)

“Given accumulating evidence of
adverse health impacts related to
toxic chemicals, including the
potential for inter-generational harm,
FIGO has proposed a series of
recommendations...to reduce the

4. burden of unsafe chemicals

% & on patients and

- communities.”

- Professor Sir Sabaratnam Arulkumaran, MD
President, British Medical Association
President, International Federation of
Gynemlogyandﬂbsteu'ics(Ff”ﬂ)
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Your support is needed!!!

Focus EU: EC draft on identifying EDC criteria

Sep 21. and 22. the Member States are discussing the
Commission proposal (biocides expert group, and
pesticides standing committee)

* Write to your government to insist for better criteria

 Write to the EU commissioner Andriukaitis and call
for improvement

NGOs would very much welcome a strong statement by
INCHES on EDCs from this conference &

— we are happy to give support ©!




Thank you
for your attention!

Contact:
Johanna Hausmann
Johanna.hausmann@wecf.eu



